
SCOTCH WHISKY EXPORTS BREAK NEW RECORDS
-Exports up 23% to £4.23bn in 2011-

-Exports to USA break £600m mark for first time-

Scotch Whisky exports continued to grow last year hitting a record £4.2billion in shipment

value, up 23% on 2010 according to figures unveiled today by the Scotch Whisky Association

(SWA).

Rising demand in both emerging and more mature markets has resulted in export values

increasing by an average of 10% a year over the last five years. It now contributes £134 per

second to the UK balance of trade.

Exports to the USA, the biggest market by value, broke the £600 million barrier for the first

time in 2011 to reach £654.9m – up 31% on 2010. France, the second biggest market, saw

exports grow by 27% to £535.4m.

Affluent young professionals in fast growing economies are increasingly developing a taste for

Scotch Whisky. This is contributing to growth in countries across Asia and Latin America. Direct

exports to Singapore, which serves as a distribution hub for much of Asia, rose by 44% to

£317.9m. Taiwan saw an increase of 44% to £155.2m. In South America, Brazil was the fastest

growing market by value with exports up 48% to £99.2m.

To meet this increased demand, distillers are investing record amounts in production capacity

across Scotland. In the last four years the Scotch Whisky industry has invested over £1bn in new

facilities.

Gavin Hewitt, chief executive of the Scotch Whisky Association, said:

“Despite continuing economic uncertainty, Scotch Whisky continues to meet increasing demand

from all corners of the globe. It continues to appeal to consumers in countries such as the USA

and France and is being enjoyed by younger professionals in newer markets in Asia and Latin

America.
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“Exports have increased for seven years running contributing to delivering an export-led

recovery, a focus for both the UK and Scottish Governments.

“Securing fair market access and reducing tariffs is a priority for the industry. A Free Trade

Agreement (FTA) between the European Union and South Korea came into force in July. India is

a priority for this year. We are hopeful a FTA can be signed which will lead to a reduction in

the onerous 150% import tariff. The industry in investing in Scotland to ensure it can seize

these overseas opportunities.”

Ends

Notes to Editors:

The SWA figures derive from HM Revenue & Customs data. They are based on individual

company declarations of the export customs value and volume of shipments to each market

(which may not be the final destination of the consignment). The figures do not represent

sales/consumption in those markets.

A table follows of top ten markets by value and volume.

For more information call Rosemary Gallagher, communications manager, Scotch Whisky

Association on 0131 222 9230/0743 260 5385 or email rgallagher@swa.org.uk.

mailto:rgallagher@swa.org.uk


TOP TEN EXPORT MARKETS BY VALUE AND VOLUME

BY VALUE (JAN-DEC 2011 £MILLION)

2011 2010 %change
USA 654.9 499.3 31
France 535.4 421.7 27
Singapore 317.9 220.8 44
Spain 259.2 268.4 -3
South Africa 165.5 168.8 -2
Taiwan 155.2 107.4 45
Germany 149.6 126.4 18
South Korea 142.6 153.1 -7
Brazil 99.2 66.9 48
Venezuela 83.4 62.9 33

BY VOLUME (JAN-DEC 2011 LITRES OF PURE ALCOHOL-MILLION)

2011 2010 %change
France 57.5 46.1 25
USA 36.4 31.8 14
Spain 20.9 21 0
Singapore 17.7 13.8 28
India 15.7 12.1 30
Germany 14 11.8 19
South Africa 13.8 12.2 13
Brazil 13.1 9.8 33
Thailand 10.2 8.7 17
Mexico 8.9 7 27




